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Changing the Mantra: Power, Privatization, and
Provincial Inequalities in Canada

By Daryl Shandro, Sudbury Quebec customers, with interest. unilaterally stymied by Hydro
The purchase of NB Power byQuebecs control of the NB Power
The McClure Club of Sudbury Hydro Quebec is the first purchase ofines (the exclusion of access by

has discussed the bulletins an@ne provincial power utility by these provinces has, in past, been

proposes a review and willanothey and has profound accomplished by New Brunswick
recommend resolution(s)fatting consequences for democratic contrghower through regulatory means, as
section 69 (page 16, Bulletin 1), andf power production, transport andit is formally illegal). In future,
section 83-85 (page 18, Bulletin 1).sale, for Nova Scotia, NewfoundlandQuebec Hydro will control whether
In October 2009 Premier ShawnPrince Edward Island and Maine,or not anyAtlantic Canadian novel,

Graham of New Brunswick USA; none of which have access t@reen, or regional power initiatives

announced that an agreement ithe integrated eastern Noftimerican will be permitted access to the

principle had been reached for thgower grid without access to, through,
purchase of New Brunswickand from, New Brunswick Power

Powets generation facilities andlines. Since Canada does not have

transmission lines by Hydroregulations requiring access for Issue No. 4 - December 30, 2009

Quebec. “enemgy islands” to the integrated CONTENTS
A brief description of the MOA power grid, NB Premier Shawn

follows. Hydro Quebec will pay the Graham has referred Newfoundland’| Changing the Mantra /1

New Brunswick government 4.75 BDanny Williams and Nova Scotig’

for NB Power lines and chosenDarrel Dexter to the US Federa

generation facilities, including a Enegy Regulating Commision, in
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operated by New Brunswick, untila separate deal with Hydro Quebeq
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As well as the 4.75 B cashUS markets feeding NeXork, such
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integrated power grid. of the Atlantic Accord, which with whom we wish to maintain
The CPC mantra of power andincluded electing governments insolidarity Like most other national
enegy politics and fighback in Newfoundland and Nova Scotiaparties, the CPC sometimes
Canada equates “nationalization’which remain diametrically opposeddemonstrates a reluctance to appear
with “democratic control”, and the to Ottawas agenda. Meanwhile, critical of the internal politics of the
loss of “democratic control” with Harper is situating himself for a simProvince of QuebecWe must,
“privatization”. Our most egregious majority government after the nexthowever not allow our political
analytical errors are founded on thdederal election, hoping for modestalliances and ambitions in Quebec
assumption that the provincesgains inThe Province of Quebec,to prevent us from diligently
because they each havevhich will most likely materialize. producing analyses, policies and
governments that are popularly Fightback imAtlantic Canada can programmes that recognize
elected and similarly defined powerso longer be understood as fighbackhanging the material conditions of
vis-a vis the federal government anégainst Canadian or internationaktruggle for working people in
each otherare somehow “equal’. corporations and the HarpBories. different parts of Canada.
This has led to flawed political It is now necessarily a concentrated Certain questions beg to be raised:
analyses that fail to recognize theand ugent fightback against the Given the ugency and enormity of
potential for intefprovincial terms of the MOU, the Province ofthe battle faced itlantic Canadians
conflicts that have broad policy Quebec, and Hydro Quebec (Nortlbetween now and March 15, 2010,
ramifications, especially when theyAmericas laigest public utility)The when the Hydro Quebec purchase of
may pit the interests of the ProvinceCPC understandably avoids enterin@B Power is set to be finalized;
of Quebec against poorer provincesnto many intesprovincial political which side are we ofhd what are
As a result of these factors, priorsquabbles that may alienate groupae going to do about it
to this occasion, the CPC has not
accounted for the growing
interprovincial inequalities that now

permit one  province  Proposed Amendments to the

“democratically controlled” public

power utiity to usurp the democratic - D raft Main Political Resolution

control of 3 others, while handing
the regulation of access to theSubmitted by the McClure Club, guarantee from Hydro Quebec,

eastern Nortlhmerican grid by the Sudbury appended to the MOU or pfefed
whole of Atlantic Canada, to the directly to theAtlantic Provincial
United Sates of America’'s Tobe inseted atthe end of section governments, stipulating extended,
regulating agencyhis deal would 69, page 16, Bulletin 1: unobstructed access to NB Power

also foreclose the possibility of “Ongoing struggles against thelines after the transfer of ownership
green en@y development. Popular sale of public power utilities by to Hydro Quebec (slated for March
control of power generation in Canadian provincial governmentsl5, 2010).
Atlantic Canada will be permanentlyhave become moregent, and must Furthermore, the Federal
alienated leading to the end ofbe triaged, analyzed and. prioritizedgovernment of Canada must create
experimental projects such as thand actively supported. an arms length Canadian
wind farm on PEB northern shores.  Given the ugency of this struggle regulating counterpart to the US
Henceforth the Province ofin Atlantic Canada, the CPC callsFederal Enegy Regulatory
Quebec is set to become thdorthe immediate suspension of th&€€ommission (FERC) that would
“offshore” enforcer of the political Memorandum of Understandingdisallow monopoly pricing for
will of the HarperTories inAtlantic between Hydro Quebec and NBaccess to wholly-owned power
CanadaThis should sudice nicely Power If the MOU is not lines and creating “engy islands”
to demonstrate the weakness ansluspended, the CPC must fighsuch as Maine, Nova Scotia,
futility of the Atlantic Canadian alongside the Premiers and peopldlewfoundland and Prince Edward
fightback against the Harperof Newfoundland, Prince Edwardlsland, after the Hydro Quebec
Governmens default on the terms Island, and Nova Scotia for a writtentakeover of NB Power
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To be inseted between sections 83 The major struggles now beingone group of workers over another
and 85, probably at the end of waged against interprovincialis historically a successful tactic of
section 84: purchases of public utilities inthe capitalist classes in North

“The ability of public utilities Atlantic Canada must be joined inAmerica. What we and other
to encourage small, experimentabrder to avoid a loss of democratiggroups who hope to create any sort
or alternative power generationcontrol of power generation andof popular fightback must do is join
[to access integrated power gridsjransmission in the region. the peoples fightback in the
must be maintained by The sale of NB Power to HydroAtlantic while educating and
disallowing any out of province Quebec could exacerbate economipushing labour in Quebec to fight
or private purchases of ainequalities in Canada bythe Hydro Quebec purchase of NB
provinces power lines that would permitting Hydro Quebec to controlpower by pressuring their MNAS,
create exclusive out of provincethe rate of economic developmentand taking public positions against
control of access to provincialinAtlantic Canada to the benefit ofthe Hydro Quebec purchase of NB
power lines. the Province of Quebec. FavouringPower m

Proposal regarding the Party Emblem

By Elwyn Patterson, Vancouver cited emblem has been thalf gear in concept when properly applied.
East Club and wheat eapbn a maple leaf Gold gears and gold wheat ears
background, which appears on mostinited on a crimson red background
| have a counter proposal reof our publications and on the partyhave specific meaningVhy both
Constitution Article 2, Party program of that same conventiongold? - Agriculture worker
Emblem, which reads, “The emblemy/here did the half gear and wheafrepresented by wheat eairs)unity
of our party shall be @ear and ear come from?And by what with Industry worker (represented by
pinion flanked by ears of wheain process did it becomefafial? Did gear)create the majority of all wealth,
a background of a maple leafour membership adopt it? If this ishence the oveall representative
symbolizing the unity of the workers somehow our symbol, why does theolor of wealth.The crimson red
and farmers of our land.” Comradesproposed change cite the symbol itbackground stands for the blood
my counteiproposal is not at odds our constitution and on our pin? workers have lost creating that
with the decision to remove the Before I get to the specifics of mywealth.Various crossed implements
maple leaf from our emblenThe proposal, | think we need to look atof agriculture and industry in gold on
inclusion of the maple leaf has beefhe meaning of the parts and colorsrimson all have the same meaning.
an irritant for the peoples of Quebegf our emblemsAs time passes we These emblems are a visual counter
and many others. | will have morecan |ose the meaning of symbolisnto the ruling class assertion that
on that later tracing back throughwithin the socialist context, often capitalism creates the wealth of the
history the royal /military marriage with good intentions and sometimeswvorld and we prosper only because
of red white and maple leaf. with poor information. Over of their benevolent control. Symbolic
That having been said, comradesimplifying or overcomplicating can meaning can be lost through good
we have a problenwWhich emblem |ead to the same end. Our symbdhtentions; it happened in 1980 - the
are we removing the maple leafiejther one) for the most part is cleaSoviet Union deviated from their

from?We seem to have two.
The description cited is the
one in our constitution and
on our party pin, and has
been there many year:
before the adoption of our
party program of 2001 (33

Convention)Also in use and
running parallel with the

norm when they changed
their flag color to an almost
scarlet redAnger ensued, this
color was that of royal robes
worn by Russian monarchs.
This color change was
supposedly to make the flag

(continued on page 4)
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Added to our symbol/s confusion One of my questions at oMan be star gear wheat combo similar
is the odd blue half gear on one oEast Club meeting Dec.10th.wado our 50 yrpin).This can be a good
them. See the color version of ouwhy did the membership (and fun) learning process, as it
party program. | have heardféifing referendum on our party emblem notneans getting to our books and
opinions re the blue gear (some veryake place as planned. Comradesexamining what we are, where we
fanciful) but no one seems to knowCariou addressed this, pointing ouare in history and how we will reach
for sure.A blue gear does notthat Central Committee could notour socialist future.
represent industry in any sense angeach agreement on the best designsNow - proposed article 2 changes.
would even be abnormal in theto put back to the membership for #1. It is unclear which emblem
world of gears in real life. (I worked referendum. | think given the workis sited for changd&.herefore, after
with gears and metal finishing). Inload of the CEC it is unfair of us asremoval of the maple leaf from both
any case both wheat and gear shoullwhole to expect them to carry outve need to choose by referendum,
be one symbolic color to representhis particular duty which really which will be oficial.
the concept stated earliefromwhat should be done by the overall #2. Failing the above process
| have been told so fahe blue gear collective. | believe the logical way taking place, that the gold gear and
on that emblem is a mistake thatve can come to a consensus is tpinion flanked by ears of wheat in
migrated from an earlier technicalget busy and send the CEC ougold on a red background be used
use.The dangerif left it will concepts, designs, scribbles sticlas it appears on our party pin minus
become oficial by virtue of drawings (whatever skills allow). the maple leaf with white surround
continued useWhen we need to They or volunteers could thenand that it be subject to future
change add or delete aspects of owompile these onjyot choosing the change by referendum.
symbolism we tend to lay this taskbest and send the whole works back #3.and that the half gear and
on the shoulders of our CEThis to the membership to reject, chang&heatear not be used as it appears
can be an enormous burden givenr endorse. Maybe once a year (ibn our color publications till the gear
our numbers and what work wewe have to) till we arrive at color is corrected back to gold on
expect the CEC to do. something we all like (mine would red (minus maple leafjm

Raise the theoretical level of our members

By Antonio Artuso, Montreal -The CPs and the ICM are weakerrible weakening of the ICMIhis
but they are recuperatinghey are question is no longer “taboo”
To strengthen the Paytsaise the now developing ideological, (forbidden, proscribed). CPs are
theoretical level of our members political and oganization unity discussing the questions ofafn,
The leadership of Communistbased on Marxism-Leninism andKhrushchev and Mao. Underlying
Parties and of the Internationalfighting revisionism; are debates on the peaceful or violent
Communist Movement must unify -Parties will strengthen only if the way to socialism, the future of China,
ideologically by oganizing the leaderships develop angamized CubaVenezuela, what is to be done.
study (1) of texts by Marx, Engels,study program of the “classics” -CPs can grow only if they are
Lenin, Salin, Mao and others for all (texts by Marx, Engels, Lenin, revolutionary ‘Without a
members, (2) of the history of theStalin, Mao and others) and on theevolutionary theory there is no
International Communist history of the International revolutionary movement” (Lenin).
Movement and (3) of the currentCommunist Movement; “To make revolution, one needs a
debates in the ICM, in order to raise -Several CPs have ganized Communist Party” (&lin).
the theoretical level. important debates after what | believe - The criticisms made after the
Although my knowledge is were 50 years of revisionist20th Convention of the CP of the
limited, | would like to present the leadership, which brought theSoviet Union (1956) by many CPs
following opinions: collapse of the Soviet Union and thgChina, Albania, Brazil, among
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others) were correct. | believe thaand to establish the dictatorship oto support armed resistance in other
Khrushches revisionism line was the proletariat); and (2) thecountries and to ganize armed
devastating: it caused the collapseninimum program (to overthrow resistance if fascism takes over in
of the Soviet Union, of the the tsarto establish a democratictheir own country;

destruction of the ideological, republic, the 8-hours-dathe end of  -Cps leaders and members must
political and oganizational unity serfdom, etc.). Lenig’program was know very well theory in order to

and of the weakening of theadopted, vote for a correct line at conventions
International Communist -In 1935, the 3rd Internationalotherwise the CPs will follow
Movement (ICM); proposed the tactic of the unitedrightist of ultra-leftist lines.

-We must fight for Marxism- front against fascism and warhis Ignorance of theory is very harmful
Leninism against revisionism. Buttactic has correct and wrongfor the CPs.
2 important questions must be dealapplications, which lead to the -CP members should study on a
with correctly: (1) the violent way defeat of Nazism but also toregular basis:
to socialism; and (2) the dictatorshiprevisionism. Such a question must 1) the texts of Marx, Engels,
of the proletariat. be studied by the members. Lenin, Salin and Mao and others;
(2) Onthe one hand, in 1848, Marx -Bernstein and Kautsky became 2)the history of the ICM (History
and Engels wrote in the Manifestorevisionists and betrayed theof the Russian CP published in
“The Communists disdain to concealvorkers and the peoples (support t&talin’s period is essential);
their views and aimsThey openly war and later to fascism). 3) the present debates between
declare that their ends can be attainddhrushchev introduced theCPs, to guide the CPs and rebuild
only by the forcible (AA: violent) revisionist theory of the “peacefulthe ICM:
overthrow of all existing social way to socialism”. In Chile, this Very helpful is the reading of “The
conditions (AA: in French ‘the pasttheory led to illusions and un-Polemic on the General Line of the
social ordel). Letthe ruling classes preparedness. One cannot trust theternational Communist
tremble at a Communistic revolution.obourgeois democracy Is the Movement” (Foreign Languages
The proletarians have nothing to los@eaceful way possible? Lenin tookPress, Peking, 1965, Reprint by Red
but their chainsThey have a world the Sate. No government took theStar Press Ltd, 1976), a compilation
to win. Working Men of All  means of production from theof documents between the CP of
Countries, Unite!’ bourgeoisie without an armedChina and the CP of the Soviet
(2) On the other hand, in 1895 revolution or without being Union (1963-1964).
Engels wrote a preface for Masx’ destroyed by a coup d’Etat. CPs -members of CPs must (1) be
‘Class Sruggles in France 1848-should be theoretically prepared foguided by the revolutionary theories
1850’ (written in 1850). He a protracted armed struggleA of scientific socialism; (2) be
protested to ‘@rwaerts’(run by Marxist-Leninist Party knows that prepared ideologically to fight
Bernstein and Kautsky) that his texbourgeoisies do not respectagainst opportunism, both right and
was amputated and made him seef@onstitutions or human rights.“left” and against its deviations such
as a peaceful worshiper of legalityWhat is going to happen inas reformism and revisionism, or
He explained that socialists mustVenezuela? ultra-leftism and adventurism; (3)
adopt the tactics of electoral The CPof Venezuela has ancontribute to bring to a higher level
struggles in Germanyn Germany important role to play Marx and the unity of the PCs and of the ICM
only, temporarily under the threat Engels wrote texts analysing in(1) ideologically (2) politically, and
of anti-socialist laws and due to thedetail the class struggles to fill more(3) omganizationally;
fact that insurrections with than 50 volumes and Lenin 45 -the CPs must consolidate
barricades could no longer be wonyolumes. They wrote it to guide themselves as Marxist-Leninist
-This is why in 1903, at the 2ndcommunists and they must beparties, with members and leaders
Convention of the Russian Partystudied by members of every CP capable of fighting under bagegois
Lenin presented a program in two -CPs are not promoting a violentdemocratic conditions or under
parts: (1) the maximum programrevolution in bougeois revolutionary periods of open
(the essential task of the Party: talemocracies, but they must bealictatorship of the bogeoisie,
overthrow the power of capitalistsideologically prepared ideologically fascism and wam
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U of T amendments to the Draft Resolution

Amendments to the Draft which is also indkective. As the warming will occur is now certain;
Resolution, submitted by the U of recent Dehli declaration of theKyoto’s goals must be far surpassed
T Club, Toronto Workers and Communist partiesif a reduction in warming is to be
said, “Capitalisnms proposal for made. But while some earnestly
Regarding climate change, insert restructuring in the name of climatebelieve that global warming can be
the following between Paragraphs change has little relation to thereversed if humanity is confronted
17 and 18: protection of the environment.with the dilemma “socialism or
Corporate inspired ‘Greenbarbarity” we can not rely on
Imperialisms eforts talks around development’ and [the] ‘greenpeoples fear of a climate
United Nations Framework economy’ are sought to be used té\pocalypse as an ideolog®
Convention on Climate Change andmpose new state monopolypolitical solution is neededThe
the post-Kyoto Protocol regulations which support profit environmental struggle is part of the
negotiations deserve speciamaximisation and impose newstruggle against monopolyThe
attention. Imperialist countries havehardships on the people.” historic direction of this fight is for
generated billions in profits from Canada is the second-highestpean approach based on social
industrial production creating capita producer of Green Houselanning, and for a socialist system
historic levels of green house gassasses (GHG) in the worldThe that puts nature before profit¥he
(GHG) emissions in the last twomajor contributions come not fromurgent, immediate need to stop and
decades. GHG emissions ar¢he people but business, especiallyeverse global warming calls for a
actually accelerating. But in whatthe Alberta Tar Sands, while the bold emegency response.
might be described as “carbon neomilitary is also a major GHG Itistime to “pay the climate bill”
colonialism” imperialism is trying producer Canada will also stdr - the debt or reparations owed to the
to force the burden of climatesever consequences from risinggppressed peoples, nations and
change onto the working people andemperatures including destructiorcountries of the world, a view
the Third-world, restricting of boreal forests and agriculture supported by the UN Framework on
development while refusing to fundcoastal flooding, devastatingClimate change - and make deep
sustainable and renewable emer impacts on water resources anduts to GHG emissions in
technology Reflect these &frts, a fisheries, as well as transport andgmperialist countries. Mitigation
more marked shift in the public health; events internationally couldefforts including climate change
policy debate on climate change habe catastrophic. Hardest hit will beagreements must be strong, legally
arisen since our last conventionaboriginal, working class, poor andbinding, comprehensive, and
Capital has generally replaced itgacialized communities. Despite theaudacious, and be based on
tactic of denying human-causedemegency situation, successiveinternational solidaritypeace and
global warming with dbrts to co- governments have blocked evemespect for sovereigntyself-
opt or hijack climate solutions. modest reforms. Liberal determination and democracgs
For example, the Europeangovernments have supportedvell as employment and social
Union’s EmissionTrading System intensity-based emission ¢gats, for progress. So far there is no other
has revealed the cap and tradexample; while the Harperalternative - unless we accept the
approach to be a polluter profits, notConservatives policies have beennightmarish so-called”Plan B”
polluter pays solution. Similar unabashedly been drafted by naturakesponses that some military
approaches are being advanced iresource capital. Canada played eesearchers as well as NASA and the
North America, with the Chicago retro-grade role in negotiationsBritish Royal Society are
Climate Exchange, Obansahodel, leading up to the Copenhagennvestigating in case otherfefts
and theWestern Climate Initiative. agreement, to replace Kyoto. fail: geo-engineering technologies
Business is making profits selling In fact, the eflects that the Kyoto like simulating a volcanic eruption,
offsets or Clean DevelopmentProtocol was supposed to preventr use of nuclear bombs as stop-gap
Mechanisms like planting trees,have already begunThat some measures.
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On Africa: Insert between including Canada, has exacerbatefbllowing:
paragraphs 21-22 regional conflict. Canada is also Anemeging struggle of growing
Imperialisms genocidal policies participating in the US/NAO concern especially in the youth
across theAfrican continent “anti-piracy” mission around the movement is the future ‘throttling’
continue to foster wars, horn of Africa and Canadian or ‘traffic shaping’of the internet,
occupations, aggressions, andesource capital is in collusion withpotentially restricting access to
coups, as well as massnumerous imperialist intriguescertain web pages (and allowing
impoverishment, genderedthroughout the continent. Our partytracking of internet use) being
violence, disease, malnutrition andstands in solidarity with the pushed by telecommunications
famine.With only about 12 per cent resistance of the Zimbabweancorporations. Our party supports
of the worlds populationAfrica  peoples against imperialism and fodemands for net neutrality and also
has over 60 per cent AfDs cases, sovereignty and calls for Canadatealls for fair copyright and the
and epidemic levels of deaths fronend its economic sanctions, whileabolition of Crown copyright, and
tuberculosis and malaria — aalso condemning the suppression dmmediately making private, non-
situation exacerbated by avariciousabour civil and democratic rights commercial copying of content
actions of pharmaceuticalin that country Also in southern legal.
corporations. The UN estimates Africa, since our last convention
that, coming on top of the food andheAfrican National Congress hasOn ethnic communities: Between
oil crisis’s, the economic crisis will shifted away from the neo-liberal74 and 75 insert the following:
cause a sge in unemployment, the project at its 52nd conference in Ethnic groups and communities
creation of 27 milliorAfrican poor Polokwane. This year Zuma fighting for full equality are also
in 2009, and the loss of 20 per cenANC won an overwhelming another potential democratic force
of the per capita income of the 39Celectoral victory Our Party sends of the peoples coalition, not least
million people living in extreme internationalist salutations to theas racialized communities are
poverty in the sub-SaharaAfrican people of SoutlAfrica, the ANC  expanding the ranks of the urban
countries. Viewed in this context, and the SoutAfrican Communist working class.The HarpefTories’
the recent establishment of USParty on the twentieth anniversaryecent inadequate apology for the
African Command (AFRICOM) is of the release of Nelson MandelaKomagata Maru “incident” angered
clearly part of US imperialisra’ from prison. We also view as many in the SoutAsian Canadian
efforts to destabilize governments positive the recent summit of thecommunities who continue the
directly engage in inteéimperialist South betweerfrican and Latin battle against racism including anti-
rivalry, and create and archipelaggAmerican countries iWenezuela. Hinduism and anti-Sikhism, as well
of bases for more military as Islamophobia. In recent years
interventions. The rejection by On the youth movement: reactionary forces have particularly
virtually all African countries to Paragraph 67, insert after first tried to whip-up Islamophobia in
hostAFRICOM'’s headquarters is sentence: Quebec. Chinese-Canadians, the
an expression of the resistance of There are signs of an increasingecond-lagest ethnic group in
theAfrican nations and peoples, agolarization of the youth and student€anada, recently successfully won
is their protest at the Barcelona andh response to the economic crisisan apology and limited redress
Copenhagen climate negotiationsNeo-nazi oganization have seenagainst the racist Heatlax and
The Communist Party calls for thesome growth, such as in CalgaryExclusionAct but continue to fight
immediate removal of all non- among poor and working class whitemany forms of racism like the
African forces, including those of youth, while many privileged and attacks on th&sianAnglers. Black
France, Britain, Belgium, Canadawealthier students have been draw@anadiansAfro-Caribbean and
the US, as well as NIBO and Israeli to support the attacks on progressivAfrican Canadians also face
troops, fromAfrica. students and defederation campaignsarticularly acute racial
In North Africa Morocco’s orchestrated by the Conservativaiscrimination such as housing,
domination ofWestern Sahara Party employment, education. Our party
continues, while imperialisrs’ On net neutrality and copyright:
direct intervention Sudan,Between 67 and 68 insert the (continued on page 8)
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in calling for peoples unity for butthatdoes not depend only onugress add theyCL’s‘RebelYouth

social transformation, opposesThe oficial NDP has been active in magazine’ after ‘two newspapers.’

national chauvinism and rémims defense of employment insurance,

its support for dirmative action.  pensions, child care and theOn the Central Committee:
environment, but it has retreated olBetween 106 and 107 insert:

On the NDP: In paragraph 89, the defense of peace, Canadian In driving the agenda of the

replace “But under Layton’s sovereignty and other issues, [...] Communist Party forward, the role

leadership, that difference has of the Central Committee is the

narrowed,” with: On the Green Paty: In political heart and brain of the party
“In progressive struggles acrosgaragraph 90, replace the first apparatus centrallyust as the club

English-speaking Canada, NDPsentence with: is the heart and brain of the party

supporters and NDP members are “There has been some shift in th@peration locally Electing a

often among our best allies, and thi§sreen Partg earlier more pro-businessvigorous, powerful CC is a vital task
side of the party does not fail to gestance, but the party is still far fromof our conventionThe Convention

some reflection in NDBBolicy. We identifying itself with the interests of instructs the CC to address the
want to ally with NDPers and with Canadas working class majority revitalization of three aspects of its
the party itself wherever we can work. First, the CC has to identify
in support of progressive policies,Paragraph 97: Regarding the and solve the political obstacles to

Making Contributions to the Discussion Bulletin

This Bulletin continues the meetings and conventions, and at th&ww.communist-partga.
period of oral and written party- Central Convention itself. Submissions should be sent tg
wide discussion leading up to the We will publish further Discus- the Co-Editor s of the Discussion
convening of the 36th Centralsion Bulletins before the CentralBulletin:
Convention, which is the highestConvention.The deadline for Kimball Cariou, 706 Clark
decision-making body of our contributions to Bulletin #5 is Drive, Vancouver BC, V5L 3J1,
Party All documents and Monday, January 18, 2009. email <pvoice@telus.net>
resolutions coming up for consid- All members are encouraged to Pierre Fontaine, email
eration at the Convention shouldnake submissions to this Bulletin.<bretfon@usa.net>
receive the widest attention andSubmissions can be on topics relat- As stated in the Call, initial con
debate throughout the Partying to the political analysis and as4ributions should be limited tq
Discussion and debate involvingsessments contained in the Draft,000 words, with a furthe
all Party members, as well asPolitical Resolution, issues concerncontribution up to 500 words in p
efforts to solicit the views and ing Party oganization, policypro- subsequent issue of the Bulletin).
contributions of our friends and gram, tactics, leadership, and so on. Please note that the final dead-
supporters, will deepen and enriclcAmendments to the Draft Resoludine for receiving amendmentsjo
our preparations for a successfulion, and other special resolutionghe Draft Main Political
Central Convention. and motions proposed by PartyResolution is Mondagyanuary 25

It is the democratic right and Clubs and/or other Party bodies will2010.
political responsibility of also be published. For help in sending your submisg-
members to participate in these Printed copies of the Bulletin will sions, please contact the Central pf-
discussionsThe debate will be distributed to all members. Elecfice (416-469-2446), the National
continue in clubs, in this Bulletin, tronic versions of the Bulletin will Committee of the Parti communiste
at provincial, regional and also be circulated in PDF format,du Quebec, or one of the provincial
Quebec National committeeand posted on the Party websiteparty ofices.

Deadline for Discussion Bulletin #5 - Monday, Jan. 18, 2009
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the eficient operation of our for the CC members to activelywebsites — Peopl&®ice, the Spark,
commissions, especially the tradeeinforce the C& role, empowering Clarte, the PCQ site and the main
union commission, the centralthe Provincial Committees and theParty site — have become a crucial
education commission and theQuebec National Committee topoint of connection with these
womens commission. Secondly initiate the kind of united militants and new recruitsAfter
the CC should clarify the charactemomentum that is necessary t@everal years of neglect, some
and forms that report-back/check ugxpand the party progress was being made in this area
and criticism/self-criticism should on the eve of the convention. Our
take today and the role of partyOn internet work, delete the entie convention instructs the incoming
activists and cadrel hirdly, the CC paragraph 110 and replace with: Central Committee to grasp the
needs to identify where the party “Canada$ high internet use is significance of this area and support
must go in terms of raising thereflected in our own membership,and guide the continued
standards of our work. It is essentiafriends and alliesThe Partys many improvement of this worka

What is it to be a Communist?

Tooraj Samiee, Davenport Club, “We convey our revolutionary analysis about the present level of
Toronto solidarity with the anti-imperialists development of our human society
in Iraq andAfghanistan resisting have an estimate of the deep cause:
In discussion bulletin No.3, theredirect occupations by NPO and vast dimensions of the present
appears an article by comrade Salibountries....” problems and have a particular vision
Waziruddin under the heading “Who | found comrade Salik’ article for the futureA vision which beside
ever said anti-imperialist solidarityinteresting because it opened theolving these problems will elevate
means solidarity with progressivesioor to some fundamental questionthe human society to a higher level.
only?” in which he agues that our such as: “What is it to be aAccordingto communig'vision, the
party has to be in solidarity with allcommunist?”, “Is to be a communistman in the socialist and finally
the “anti-imperialist” forces aroundequal to be anti-imperialist?”, communist societies will possess
the globe disrespect of their broadeiWhat are our criteria in Solidarity characteristics such as: higher level
ideological and political outlook andwith other political entities in of wisdom, deeper sense of solidarity
practicesAccording to him, “This Canada and around the globe?” and higher level of &éction for others
simple idea is Leniig concept of “Shouldnt our solidarity with other including the opposite gender and so
anti-imperialist solidarity in forces, domestic or internationally on and so forth.
‘Imperialism: the Highesttdge of be based on a solid ideological and It is clear that we are against
Capitalism’ solidarity is NOT just political understanding from theseimperialism not for the sake of being
with workers and progressive buentities?” solely “anti-imperialist”.We are
with all forces tageted by In the following | will try to anti- imperialist because according
imperialism abroad.And also he answer some of these questions: to our analysis, imperialism is the
states: “The Main Political It might seem superfluous, but itroot cause of the present humarsty’
Resolution (See Bulletin #1) isis necessary to state that problems and is an obstacle to the
dogmatic about anti-imperialistcommunism, as a political force, isprogress of the human society to a
solidarity, especially point #21 based on specific ideological basisigher level as we have defined it.
where it not only opposes solidaritywhich is described in Dialectical and Of course, globally speaking, we
with Iran’s government just becauseHistorical Materialism. It is basedare living in a complicated world
it is taigeted by imperialism (not on a specific philosophy about thewith many forces interacting with
reason enough?!)...)” and at the endature, human as an individualeach otherEach of these forces
he proposes an amendment whicknowledge, human societghe view the social phenomena,
states: “W also express ourevolution of the human society including “anti-imperialism”, from
solidarity with Iran which is the history and so on and so foriive,
target of a campaign ...” and alscas communists, have a particular (continued on page 10)
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their own ideological and political an exaggeration, is a corrupt societproposing, an “anti-imperialist”
stand point. Just because similar ofaccording to his criteria) with solidarity, disregard of the
same terminology is used tocorrupt people who are governed bydeological, political and social
represent a phenomenon, it doésnsome corrupt individualsAre we standing of the forces we stand in
necessarily mean the same thingalking about the same thing? solidarity with, not only is irrational
This is why a deeper understanding Furthermore, what is absolutelybut also dangerous. Sooner or later
of the ideology and political necessary is to put their claim ofthe people rise up against the
standing of forces is needed td'anti-imperialism” into the reactionary forces and in particular
understand what they mean byroader context of their attempt toregimes. Solidarity with these
using certain terminologie#fs an reomanize the society according taregimes means to stand against the
example, MrAhamdi-Nejad in Iran their ideals. For this also, Iran is gorogressive and democratic ideals of
claims to be an anti-imperialistgood example. If anybody follows the people of these countries which
force (and it seems that comradé¢he events during the thirty yeard don’t think as communists, we
salih also agrees with him), but theof the “Regime of the Supremewould like to be crowned with such
question is that does hisReligious Leader”, will see how an honorTo me communism means
understanding of “imperialism” reactionary and anti-democraticnothing but to fight for progress and
have anything in common withthis regime has been. Despite whademocracy

what we understand ofsome people would like to believe For sure Imperialism will try to
“imperialism”. Mr. Ahmadi- (And it seems like comrade Salihintervene in the democratic struggle
Nejad’s understanding of is one of them), the uprising of theof the people and with all power in
imperialism have nothing to dopeople in these dimensions is noits disposal (which is not less at all)
with the “Concentration of a phenomenon made by the ClAries to direct it according to its
Capital”, “Monopolies “, and the imperialism, this honorinterestThere is no double that this
“Capitalism” or any other thing that goes to the “regime of the Supremdas to be countered and it definitely
truly explains the structure and theReligious Leader” and speciallyadds to the level of complication of
function of the present daythe apocalyptic part of it led by Mr the struggle of the progressive
capitalism.What he views as MahmoodAhmadi-Nejad. forces. But “Who ever said that life
imperialism, and | dom’think it is | think what comrade Salih isis not complicated? |}

Greetings from the Young Communist League

Dear comrades, dear friends, 1. Growing impoverishment. include reduced accessibility and
Close to half a million young privatization of education, transit,
On behalf of the Young workers are unemployedYouth housing, dental care, and childcare;
Communist League Central unemployment remains over 15%ower rates of youth unionization,
Executive Committee and all ourafter Septembés 20.9% record. ageist  two-tier  collective
members, we extend warm, militanBritish ~ Columbian  youth agreements, and poorer wages
greetings to the Communist Party olinemployment grew 56% since lastabout half of all young workers earn
Canada as your 36th Centralear No other age group has beetess than poverty-line wage); and
Convention discussions unfold. hit as hard, in Canada andeven more debt (Canadian student
The economic crisis is of cardinalinternationally One in five youth debt is over $13.5 billion) with the
importance today in the militantare unemployed in the Unitedrise of “pay day loas” extortionate
kinetics of peoples politics. It Kingdom. The United $&atesAFL- fees and interesAboriginal youth,
menaces the future of the youtle  CIO labour union central calls thisyouth from racialized communities,
would like to respectfully elaboratethe “lost decade” for young workers.and young women are hit hardest.
on the meaning for youth andAmong the third-world and global The future of millions of youth is
students’ of your five “general Souths unemployed, youth are abasically being thrown in the trash.
features and conclusions” on thamajority. Our League is active to connect
crisis. Other dangerous developmentgustified anger of youth with mass
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campaigns for better work and betteespecially against military basesenewed search for a deeper analysis
wages. and occupation armies. ttslent of the crisis of capitalism, for
2. The intense ideological activists are making a very positiveprofound social and political
offensive designed (a) to divide thecontribution in theTroops Out of change, and that leads young people
working class, including Afghanistan campaign andto look at the Communist
scapegoating, racism, anti-resistance to military recruitment,movement.
communism, etc, and (b) convincewhich theYCL also champions. Key is militant leadership,
people that a recovery is in full-More efort is vital. building the progressive, united
swing. Theres a sophisticatedfeft 5. The labour and peopkefight critical mass for an anti-imperialist,
to convince the youth through theback against the crisis has been sloanti-corporate, pro-people agenda
corporate media and culture (i.eand sporadic due to a general sensend coalition.After all, right-wing
Macleans OnCampus blogVirgin  of weakness and caution by workingsocial democratic forces within
Mobile’'s Screw your recession.cagpeople, state restriction and evemabour are also trying to capture the

announcing the crisig¢nd). The repression, ideological aspirations of young activists
ultra-accessibility of credit to youth disorientation, and the betray ofthrough training retreats
fosters a “false consciousness” obpportunist leaders. (emphasizing political struggle

economic security and separation The question of cautiousnessnainly through the NDP), lures of
from older workets grievances. among the youth deserves furthepromotion, rewards, money and —
The new anti-consumer critique (“lareflection. Generallyyoung people when that fails — simple pressure
décroissance”) that ignorant hordesre discounting electoral struggle tactics.
with their 1.5 kids, dogs, SUVs, etc.both voting and political parties. Student politics, while divided
and polluting jobs caused a nowYouth extra-parliamentary strugglealong national lines between Quebec
inevitable post-Kyoto climate chaos,shows some polarization. Moreand English-speaking Canada, is the
also mistakenly blames workersyoung people are choosing moregouth movemens most oganized
dividing us. Attacks on the vital radical progressive positionsyet component. On campuses the
solidarity between young workersthe Conservative party is ramping-students are fighting a sharp struggle
and industrial and public sectorup campus activityA tiny, violent against Conservative Party-
workers also dangerously ‘races taumber youth are joining neo-naziorchestrated attacks on Palestinian
the bottom.”’ organizations. Fasciss’'claws solidarity, and now a developing
3 & 4 Aggravation of inter operate among members of thatruggle against 13 de-federation
imperialist contradictions, a corporate elite, who are among theampaigns from Canadian
precursor to war; exposure of USultra-rightists erecting the fetim’s  Federation of @idents. TheYCL is
economic mighs relative decline. of Totalitarian Communism supporting the broad and powerful
Imperialisms rivalries also play- Memorial” in Ottawa (condemned unity against the right-wing attack.
out in response to climate changdy theYCL). In the youth movement, especially
and emphasis the mass support of Among progressive youth there ison campuses, we encounter many
youth for peace and anti-imperialista sharpened critique of reformistieft formations. Only the
forces both in oppressed andolutions.Young union activists, the Communist Party of Canada,
imperialist countries. In Canadafuture of militant class-struggle however presents an assessment
anti-war sentiment is particularlytrade unionism, generally rejectwith such scope and vigorThe
strong among young Québécoisbusiness unionism. Millions of YCL's relationship with the Party is
As the World Federation of youth are scandalized by the Harpepolitical and ideological unity
DemocraticYouth and 8idents’ Tories — like at Copenhagen anc&combined with oganizational
November Paris seminartheir prorogue of parliamentAs autonomy This is a creative
concluded, “The capitalist crisis isyour convention meets, youngrelationship.
a proof of the systerm’weakness. militants are calling out for “no  We must discuss, discoyeand
Young people should takeOlympics on stolen native land.”invent. Sruggle for ideological
advantage and courage at thig&nti-capitalist perspectives do notclearness is essential to chart a way
weakness by strengthening theispontaneously lead to socialist
anti-imperialist struggle” — consciousness. Butitdoesleadto a (continued on next page)
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forward, especially among youthall youth and student activists:need to overthrow this system based
and the YCL which warmly what's new?What are the main on exploitation and oppression,
welcomes all young socialist¥he dangers®Vhat are the prospects forreplacing it with something
documents are important becausehange®Vhat do we do? guarantying peace, jobs,
they are a starting point for deeper For these reasons we look forwar@nvironmental sustainabilityand
discussions.They bring under the to your 36th Central Conventian’ real democracy Here is a mission
revolutionary Marxist microscope outcome for guidanceWe fully worthy of a new generation.
the basic and decisive questions foagree with the wency — and the Socialism!'m

Submission of Rosa Luxemburg Club (Ottawa)

In the first paragraph of the claimed that “anti-capitalist relatively strong supportin France
intr oduction to the Draft Main sentiments and advocacy ofand Germany

Political Resolution, we believe socialism ... are growing.” In paragraph 10, it is claimed
that hyperbole distorts the points Where? In LatinAmerica? that there is an intense bgepois
being made. First, theProbably But no evidence is ideological ofensive directed at the

developments that are shakingproduced to counter the cleaworking class to split its ranks
capitalism are not obviouslyimpression that it is right wing between public/private sector
“unprecedented’—didm’'ones like policies that are gaining support inworkers, unionized and urganized
them occur in 1929? Second, it idoth NorthAmerica and Europe— workers, and so on..We agree
not at all clear that global capitalismcertainly that they are not losingabout the densive designed to split
although clearly shaken by theany support. ¥s, there are unionized and unorganized
crisis, is being shaken “to its veryprogressive protests, but that hasgorkers, but see no evidence
core.” However serious, the currenalways been the case, in politically(yet) of this ofensive regarding the
economic downturn doednéven good and bad times. On the othepublic and private sectors of the
qualify as a globadepression. hand, witness the Harpereconomy
Finally, militarism and war and the governmens near majority polling  In paragraph 15, it is claimed
intensifying environmental crisisnumbers, Obama’ declining that the peoplg fightback against
clearly threaten the lives of millionspopularity and the Republican’ the crisis has been uneven and
of humans, but there is no reason tasing support, Gordon Brows’ sporadic, even though “a number of
believe that they threaten “the verynearcertain defeat in the nextimportant advances have been made
Yirvival” of humanity election by the British ...” Whichimportant advances and
In the third paragraph, it is Tories, Sarkozys and Merkel where? ||}
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