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This bulletin will highlight on the 
historical moment in Beirut on the 6th 
of February 2010 when the General 
Council Meeting unanimously agreed 
to the proposal of the ANC YL to host 
of the 17th World Festival of Youth and 
Students in South Africa in December 
2010. The anti-imperialist festival will 
be a great moment for the African 
people as there are renewed efforts by 
neo-colonisers to once again disrupt 
the existence of revolutionary 
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organisations.. On the same note it will be a busy year for your federation as member 
organisations in Africa will also be celebrating their independence anniversaries ranging 
from Zimbabwe, Namibia, Angola and Mozambique. The Eritrean progressive movements 
mobilised masses on the 22nd of February to raise their voices against the UN Security 
council sanctions.
This edition will take you back into time when we fork out the historical moments of the 
previous festival in Havana in 1997 when we fork out the archives.
We will further expose the double standards of imperialists through giving the testimonies 
of WFDY delegations which visited Palestinian refugee camps in Beirut.   
In Asia, Europe and the Latin America and the Caribbean all the programmes are focused 
in timely preparation of or lovely Festival of Youth and Students but and the full 
programme will be unveiled after the 1st International Preparatory Meeting to take place 
in the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in April. 
There still exist continued imperialist intervention in Iran and we will continually 
encourage the authorities to also consider respecting the fundamental of human rights.
We still join hands and express our solidarity to the people and youth of Haiti after the 
devastating January 12, 2010 earthquake.
It's also important to take into consideration the upcoming congresses to be graced by our 
member organisations in Brazil, Greece, Portugal, France, Spain, Austria and Italy.



On the situation in Iran
International News
The escalating situation in Iran for the last few weeks is of big 
concern for WFDY. This country is again in the eye of the storm, 
where escalation threatens the life of the Iranian people and 
deprives them from lots of their basic rights in freedom and 
independence, but also from their democratic rights.
During the after elections period, the student and the youth 
movement was demanding reforms and changes on the level of 
governance and asking for more rights within the country. It 
swamped the streets of tens of thousands of youth many of them 
raising justified social and economic rights. The government faced 
the protests with negligence of their rights and tried to prevent 
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them from assembling and demanding.
During the same period, the international forces, mainly the imperialist forces were trying to use this internal 
motion in order to put more pressure on the country and prepare the stage of deeper sanctions that will have 
hard impacts on the Iranian people. Also the language of war is used by USA and Israel in what seems to be 
preparing the ground for future steps under the pretext of the Iranian nuclear program.
We stand in deep solidarity with the Iranian youth and students against all means and tools of military 
interventions, economic, political or military and at the same time support their right and justified demands for a 
better country with political freedoms and democratic rights for all of its people.
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True solidarity with Haiti hidden by imperialism
A team of 230 doctors, graduated in Cuba, members of 
the Henry Reeve´s Contingent and Brigade of the 
Latinamerican and Caribbean School of medicine from 
Cuba, arrived to Haiti, in order to reinforce the Cuban 
doctors teams specially in disaster situations, present in 
Haiti, as a fast reaction to the earthquake. Before the 
earthquake, since 1998, 344 Cubans doctors worked 
permanently in Haiti, as a part of the cooperation that 
Cuba has with Haiti in several aspects. The doctors 

provided healthcare, primary care, obstetric service, and surgery in order to recover the view to the Haitian blind 
people, in addition to 280 young Haitian doctors graduated in Cuba, making now a total of 1429 health 
professionals, as a big doctor´s brigade in Haiti.
There was no international media coverage, made by the big chains of Information, like BBC or CNN to inform 
about Cubans support. No western media mentioned this news, in comparison with a lot of information's that 
those medias broadcasted about, for example, Doctors without Borders - that have only 269 doctors who work 
only per one month. In case of Cuban collaboration in Haiti and other countries (77 countries in total of 34000 
doctors), this is also out of the media-Humanitarian´s circuit predominant in the western countries, and of course 
imperialism doesn´t like to broadcast it.
The international Media also ignored the big efforts made by other Latinamerican Countries, Brazil support with 
70 millions of dollars. Venezuela cancelled the debt and today provides oil for free to Haiti. The ALBA had created 
a found with 100.000 millions of dollars for Haiti, and will contribute in order to rebuild Haiti, always according 
with the decision of the Haitian people. 



WFDY History
The 14th World Festival of Youth and Students - Havana, Cuba -1997
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Seven years after the celebrations of XIII World Festival of Youth 
and Student held in Pyongyang, the times are, undeniably, other. In 
august 5, 1995, over the closing ceremony of the succefull , “Cuba 
Live Festival” held in Havana, after the conclusions of the big youth 
march against blockade, and against imperialism, The 
Commandant Fidel Castro made a proposal of the idea of not to let 
the spirit  and  Festival Movement to die. The Cuban Young people 
accepted the challenge with emotion and total responsibility.  In 
the middle of the big economical crisis, all the Cuban people 
expressed their feeling in order to receive the delegate in their 
house, as a part of the Cuban family, the idea was accepted by the 
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National Preparatory Committee of Cuba and immediately they received a thousand of requests. It 
was the first Festival when all  of the 12.325 delegates lived in  family house full time, and cause a big 
impact because today a lot of participant remember this experience and continues keep in  touch  
with their Cuban family. The Contributions made by the Commandant Fidel Castro, and the Cuban 
people was transcendental in the life of the WFYS. 

In a GC meeting held in South Africa, over October 1-4, 1195, the 22 organizations that participated 
expressed their support in order that to make the XIV WFJE, in Havana Cuba. Over July 28- august 5, 
1997, met in Havana 12.325 delegates from 136 countries, for the most broad spectrum politic and 
ideology, below the slogan “For Anti-Imperialist Solidarity, Peace and Friendship”, on behalf of 2000 
young organizations  from around the world. The XIV WFYS was dedicated to CHE GUEVARA as 
symbol of youth in our struggle against imperialism. The Commandant Fidel Castro was presented in 
all of the most important activities included the Opening and Closing Ceremony, in this participated 
35.000 people who cover the Panamerican Stadium with a lot of flags and fans, as pretext of not to 
say good bye, but with a strong compromise that the Festival Movement will never die, and the 
reaffirmation that the Youth people will meet again, in order to fight for our rights  



Activities of WFDY in Lebanon

WFDY Activities
WFDY GC meets in Lebanon
The General Council meeting of WFDY took place in 
Lebanon, on February 6 and 7, counting with the presence 
with more than 40 organizations from all the five regions of 
the world.
As usual, the meeting was an important place for 
strengthening the bounds of anti-imperialist solidarity 
among WFDY member organizations, ratifying the 
commitment to proceed the struggle against our common 
enemy: imperialism.
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During the presence of the leadership of WFDY, many events were organized in cooperation with 
ULDY Lebanon, PDYU Palestine and other related bodies.  The first event was on the last day f the 
meetings when WFDY delegates together with comrades from ULDY protested in front of the UN 
offices in Beirut to demand the freedom of the Palestinian people in Gaza from the continuous 
aggression and assault from Israel and from the blockade imposed by Israel and Egypt. WFDY 
presented a speech claiming the demands of the protest.

Among other outcomes, the General Council Meeting highlighted as positive the work developped 
by WFDY in the last year, with wider and richer activities, and the fact that WFDY has managed to 
become a stronger organization at all levels, despite the difficulties caused by imperialist obstacles 
to the organizing and moblizing of youth movement.

Also the leadership of WFDY, together with comrades from YF 
Nepal and ULDY Lebanon participated in a youth meeting in 
the Palestinian camp of Borj Barajneh. The event was 
organized by PDYU Palestine with the participation of tens of 
young people.
The General Secretary of WFDY participated in a seminar in 
the city of Tyr in the south of Lebanon about the international 
youth struggle and also about the Cuban revolution and the 
rights of the Cuban five imprisoned by the USA. Hundreds of 
Lebanese youth and people attended the seminar.
WFDY has successfully reached the young people of the 
region through direct action in seminars, protests, meetings 
and press conferences where the impact of the visit was up to 
the expectations as reflected in the local youth and people.
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On February 12, the 2010 Olympic Winter Games 
opened in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 
They were met over the following days and weeks 
by thousands of protestors who came together in 
a series of anti-Olympics protests and events 
dubbed the “Anti-Olympics Convergence.” Most 
notably, the protest which greeted the February 
12th opening ceremonies brought out over 3,000 
demonstrators against the Games. 
Such protest and controversy was nothing new to 
the 2010 Olympics which had faced resistance 
since the beginning of preparations for the Games. 
This is because the Games, known as the “Five 
Ring Circus” by opponents, have been disastrous 
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for the working class and the poor including youth and students. They are a massive party for the rich at the 
expense of the people.
Through gentrification (restoring and upgrading deteriorated urban property for use by the affluent and by 
Olympic visitors which displacing the poor who previously resided there), homelessness in Vancouver has 
increased from 1,000 to over 2,500 and could yet reach as high as 6,000.  This means that the homes of 
thousands of people have been destroyed to make way for new buildings, most of which offer no hope of 
housing for those left on the streets. The homeless have been criminalized by laws that fine the homelessness 
for simply trying to survive. Police were given the power to round up homeless people in order to cover up the 
social ills of capitalism. 
Meanwhile the Provincial government used the Olympics as an excuse to legislate striking Paramedics back to 
work and violate their rights to collectively bargain. Many workers were displaced from their normal work or 
even left unemployed for the duration of the Games, expected to find temporary work with the Olympics for 
the month of February.
Construction for the Olympics led to tens of thousands of trees being cut down, thousands of tons of concrete 
being used, mountainsides being blasted, destruction of wildlife and fish habitat and more. 
The Canadian states legacy of theft and genocide continues in the Olympics with regards to Aboriginal peoples. 
The Games are being held on unceded, unsurrendered First Nations land. There has been systematic denial of 
national rights including: legislation creating category status Indians and defining them as children of the state, 
denial of any powers of self-determination or local autonomy, and control of native governments and 
resources. In 2002 the British Columbian government even held a racist referendum on First Nations land 
rights. To this day the Canadian government refuses to sign the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. 
On the West Coast of Canada, where the Games were held, there continues to be a large Aboriginal 
population. This population includes many nations. These nations have fought to maintain their political and 
cultural integrity despite deliberate policies historically of ethnic cleansing. Aboriginals were denyied the right 
to vote, their cultural ceremonies and languages were banned, their right to political protest was revoked, and 

The dark side of the  Winter Olympics 2010
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forced assimilation was attempted through residential schools. 
Social spaces were divided so that native peoples could not enter 
restaurants, bars and stores. All this has been resisted with 
blockades and mass protests. Aboriginal peoples even sent 
delegations to London and the Queen over 100 years ago. Still, no 
treaties were signed with the Aboriginal peoples, even though 
this has been done in many other parts of Canada, and 
international law demands it. 
While the government has attempted to use tokenism such as the 
use of the Inuit Inukshuk to cover up the racist and colonial 
legacy of Canadian capitalism, the Olympics stand as continuation 
of that legacy. While the Games will bring untold wealth to the 
corporate ruling class First Nations continue to suffer the highest 
rates of poverty and unemployment, one-in-two Aboriginal 
children live in poverty, many Indian Reserves have no clean 
drinking water and there is no serious action towards settling 
long standing land claims disputes. It is no wonder that one of the 
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main slogans of those resisting the Games is “No Olympics on Stolen Native Land!”
Resistance to the Games has been met with police state tactics and total disregard for the democratic rights of 
the Canadian people. 12,500 police, military and private security were deployed in Vancouver and Whistler 
during the games. Surveillance cameras are turning up on street corners, on busses, at Olympic venues and 
wherever else deemed appropriate by those providing “security” during the Olympics. The same “security” 
also includes 40km of crowd control fencing and the purchase of a sonic crowd control device which uses 
painfully loud blasts of sound to disperse protestors.  Anti-Olympics activists faced threats and harassment 
from police. While protests remained largely peaceful, some demonstrators faced police violence and arrests. 
Such violations of democratic rights can hardly be found surprising when the Federal government under 
Stephen Harper and the Conservative Party shut down Parliament under the guise of making way for the 
Olympics in order to avoid criticism stemming from the involvement of Canadian troops in handing prisoners 
over to torture in Afghanistan.  The same governments involvement in operations to destabilize African 
countries like Somalia, in the occupation of Haiti and Afghanistan, and in supporting Apartheid Israel make it a 
cruel joke an international event claiming to be about peace and co-operation should be hosted by the Harper 
government. 
The cost of the Olympics will continue to be paid by the Canadian people for years to come. Security costs 
alone came in at around 1 billion dollars. While the people pay for the Olympics, corporations reap the benefits 
in what can only be described as an immense transfer of wealth from the poor to the rich to the tune of 
billions of dollars. 
The real legacy of the 2010 Games is much different from the one preached about by capitalist politicians.  It is 
for these reasons that the YCL Canada has supported and joined with those saying “No Olympics on Stolen 
Native Land!” “Resist the 2010 Corporate Circus!”

* Text submitted by WFDY member organization YCL Canada
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